
Material compiled by Paul Johnson ~ http://www.computertutorpaul.com ~ http://cubscoutcorner.blogspot.com Page 1 

“Scouting Online” 
Do you need something different and can’t get ideas to flow?  

This is the place for you. Here you’ll learn how to get some of those  
great ideas you’re always hearing about with just a click of your mouse. 

GREAT RESOURCES 
Let‟s dive right into some great resources. These are 

the places where you will find a lot of Cub Scout-oriented 
material quickly and easily. 

 
http://www.scouting.org - BSA National Site 
http://www.usscouts.org – Large collection of Scouting 

resource materials 
http://www.usscouts.org/usscouts/bbugle.asp - Baloo‟s 

Bugle Monthly Theme Newsletter 
http://www.utahscouts.org – Utah National Parks Council 

Scouting Information 
http://www.scouter.com - Your Guide to Scout Out the Net 
http://www.boyscouttrail.com/cub-scouts - Cub 

Resources 
http://www.geocities.com/~pack215/home.html - Virtual 

Cub Leader‟s Handbook 

http://www.geocities.com/~pack215/aol-cere.html - 
Arrow of Light Ceremonies 

http://www.napwb.com - National Archive of PowWow 
Books 

http://www.cubmaster.org - Resources for Cubmasters 
AND Cub Leaders 

http://www.wtsmith.com/rt.html - Bill Smith's Unofficial 
Cub Scout Roundtable 

http://cubmasterchris.com – “An Hour a Week?” Podcast 
http://www.madsenco.com/scouting.shtml - Rank 

Trackers 
http://trax.boy-scouts.net - More Rank Trackers 
http://www.scouting.org/CubScouts/Leaders/CubScout

Helps.aspx – Downloadable/printable PDF Program 
Helps pages 

ONLINE ADVANCEMENT 
You probably are familiar with the online Cub Scout advancement system. To access the online advancement, you must 

use Microsoft Internet Explorer and go to https://scoutnet.scouting.org/iadv/UI/home/default.aspx 
But, did you know that you can save time by using one of the many Pack Advancement Software tools to simply „upload‟ 

your advancement info instead of having to re-enter it into the online advancement program? You may want to check it out if 
you have or are considering a purchase of one of those Pack software programs.  

OTHER CREATIVE RESOURCES

There are lots of other websites where you can get 
some creative help with crafts, skits, songs and more. Here 
are just a few suggestions… 
http://www.scoutresources.org.uk/SR/experimental/stun

ts/index.html - UK Scouting Source Cub Scout Skits 
http://www.macscouter.com/Skits - MacScouter Big Book 

of Skits 
http://www.e-scoutcraft.com/ - Exciting Scout Craft 

http://www.scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Program/Cra
ftsGeneral1.htm – Scouting Web Crafts 

http://www.familyfun.com – Family Fun magazine (lots of 
crafts and recipes) 

http://www.kaboose.com –  more great craft and treat 
ideas (formerly kidsdomain.com) 

 

USING SEARCH ENGINES

Most of us have used them before, but many of 
us do not quite know how to best use search 

engines. Ideally, you want to come up with a 
minimum of three key words. Why three? 
Because it helps you to refine what you are 

looking for and eliminate what you don’t want to 

find. 

As an example, let’s say you were looking for 
information about butterflies. If you were to 
search on one key word of “butterfly,” you would 
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not only find web pages with information about 
those colorful flying insects… but you could also 

possibly get pages with information about 
butterfly bandages, butterfly-print handbags, and 
the butterfly stroke for swimming. 

Now, if we add another key word... let’s say we 

are interested in the Monarch butterfly, 
specifically. Then, when we search on the key 
words: “Monarch butterfly,” we eliminate the 

websites selling butterfly bandages and web 
pages about the butterfly stroke for swimmers. 
But we still may come across pages selling 

Monarch butterfly printed handbags or artwork. 

So let’s add one more key word. Now what we 
are really interested in is the habitat of the 
Monarch butterfly – where can they be found? 
SO we search on our three key words: “Monarch 

butterfly habitat.” We have eliminated what we 

don’t want, and zero in on what we really do 
want. The resulting pages should all deal with 

the habitat of the Monarch butterfly. Of course 
there will be some results that are just news 
stories about a Monarch butterfly habitat, or sites 

that ask for help to protect a Monarch butterfly 
habitat; but you should also find information 
about the habitat, itself. 

Now, if I was looking for websites where I could 

purchase some butterfly bandages, I might use 
the keywords, “purchase butterfly bandage.” 
…Or if I wanted to find out how to do the 

butterfly swimming stroke, I might search using 
the keywords, “butterfly stroke swimming.” 

What keywords can you come up with? Give it a 
try! 

 

POPULAR SITES FOR SEARCHING 
There are several Search Engines and Directories out there. Here is a list of some of the most popular ones. 

 

Search Engine Website Address 

Alta Vista www.altavista.com 

Ask  www.ask.com 

Ask Kids www.askkids.com 

Dogpile www.dogpile.com 

Excite www.excite.com 

Google www.google.com 

Lycos www.lycos.com 

WebCrawler www.webcrawler.com 

Yahoo! www.yahoo.com 

Yahoo! Kids kids.yahoo.com 

Printed from www.searchenginewatch.com 

SEARCH ENGINE MATH   By Danny Sullivan, Editor  

 

Forget power searching. Don't worry about learning to do a 
"Boolean" search. All most people need to know is a little 
basic "search engine math" in order to improve their results. 
Come learn how to easily add, subtract and multiply your 
way into better searches at your favorite search engine. The 
information below works for nearly all of the major search 
engines. 

BE SPECIFIC 

Before learning math, it's a helpful reminder that the more 
specific your search is, the more likely you will find what you 
want. Don't be afraid to tell a search engine exactly what you 
are looking for.  

For example, if you want information about Windows 98 
bugs, search for "Windows 98 bugs," not "Windows." Or 
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even better, search for exactly what the problem is: "I can't 
install a USB device in Windows 98," for example. You'll be 
surprised at how often this works. 

USING THE + SYMBOL TO ADD 

Sometimes, you want to make sure that a search engine 
finds pages that have all the words you enter, not just some 
of them. The + symbol lets you do this. 

For example, imagine you want to find pages that have 
references to both President Clinton and Kenneth Starr on 
the same page. You could search this way: 

+clinton +starr 

Only pages that contain both words would appear in your 
results. Here are some other examples: 

+windows +98 +bugs 

That would find pages that have all three of the words on 
them, helpful if you wanted to narrow down a search to 
Windows 98 bugs, rather than on Windows 98 in general. 

+star +trek +insurrection  

That would get you pages about Star Trek that also 
specifically mention "Insurrection," the title of a Star Trek film. 

The + symbol is especially helpful when you do a search and 
then find yourself overwhelmed with information. Imagine 
that you wanted to reserve a camping space in California's 
Yosemite National Park. You might start out simply searching 
like this: 

yosemite 

If so, chances are, you'll probably get too many off-target 
results. Instead, try searching for all the words you know 
must appear on the type of page you're looking for: 

+yosemite +camping +reservations 

USING THE - SYMBOL TO SUBTRACT 

Sometimes, you want a search engine to find pages that 
have one word on them but not another word. The - symbol 
lets you do this. 

For example, imagine you want information about President 
Clinton but don't want to be overwhelmed by pages relating 
to the Monica Lewinsky scandal. You could search this way: 

clinton -lewinsky 

That tells the search engine to find pages that mention 
"clinton" and then to remove any of them that also mention 
"lewinsky." 

Similarly, perhaps you are looking for information specifically 
about Windows 95 but keep getting pages about Windows 98 
or Windows 3.1. You could eliminate them with a search like 
this: 

windows -98 -3.1  

Perhaps you are a fan of the original Star Trek series but 
instead keep finding pages about Voyager, Deep Space Nine 
or Star Trek: The Next Generation. Try a search like this: 

star trek -voyager -deep -space -nine -next -
generation 

In general, the - symbol is helpful for focusing results when 
you get too many that are unrelated to your topic. Simply 
begin subtracting terms you know are not of interest, and you 
should get better results. 

USING QUOTATION MARKS TO MULTIPLY 

Now that you know how to add and subtract terms, we can 
move on to multiplication. As in normal math, multiplying 
terms through a "phrase search" can be a much better way 
to get the answers you are looking for. 

For example, remember above when we wanted pages 
about reserving a campsite in Yosemite? We entered all the 
terms like this: 

+yosemite +camping +reservations 

That brings back pages that have all those words on them, 
but there's no guarantee that the words may necessarily be 
near each other. You could get a page that mentions 
Yosemite in the opening paragraph but then later talks about 
getting camping reservations in the Grand Canyon. All the 
words you added together would appear on this page, but it 
still might not be what you are looking for. 

Doing a phrase search avoids this problem. This is where 
you tell a search engine to give you pages where the terms 
appear in exactly the order you specify. You do this by 
putting quotation marks around the phrase, like this: 

"yosemite camping reservations" 
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Now, only pages that have all the words and in the exact 
order shown above will be listed. The answers should be 
much more on target than with simple addition. 

Likewise, remember this addition example? 

+windows +98 +bugs 

As you can imagine, multiplying the terms together within a 
phrase search would work better, because that exact phrase 
probably appears on good pages dealing with Windows 98 
bugs. So try this: 

"windows 98 bugs" 

Remember the search for information about the latest Star 
Trek movie? We could transform that into a phrase search 
like this: 

"star trek insurrection" 

But the movie's title actually has a colon after the word "trek," 
and many pages might also follow this format. Thus, a better 
phrase search might be: 

"star trek: insurrection"  

COMBINING SYMBOLS 

Once you've mastered adding, subtracting and multiplying, 
you can combine symbols to easily create targeted searches. 

For example, remember the person who wanted pages only 
about Star Trek's original series? We searched this way: 

star trek -voyager -deep -space -nine -next -
generation 

A better search might use subtraction and multiplication: 

"star trek" -voyager -"deep space nine" -"next 
generation" 

TELL ME MORE! 

The above tips are probably enough for the 90 percent of 
search engine users out there. Still want more? Then see the 
Power Searching For Anyone page 
(http://www.searchenginewatch.com/facts/powersearch.html)
, which introduces you to concepts beyond the basics of 
search engine math. 

As you begin using Search Engine Math, please let me know 
of good successes you may have. I'd like to know what you 
were looking for and how you found it. I'm compiling a page 
of search examples to help others. Use the site's feedback 
form 
(http://www.searchenginewatch.com/about/feedback.html) to 
send me mail. 

MORE RESOURCES 

All of the links in this handout – plus lots more – can be easily accessed online (that way you don’t 

have to type all these web addresses)!  
Just visit my blog, “Cub Scout Corner” at 

http://cubscoutcorner.blogspot.com 

 
 


